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Doug Saunders writes the Globe and Mail’s international-affairs 
column, and also serves as the paper’s online opinion and debate 
editor. He has been a writer with the Globe since 1995, and has 
extensive experience as a foreign correspondent, having run the 
Globe’s foreign bureaus in Los Angeles and London. He has won 
the National Newspaper Award, the Canadian counterpart to the 
Pulitzer Prize, on four occasions, including an unprecedented 
three consecutive awards for critical writing in 1998-2000, and 
an award honouring Reckoning as Canada’s best column in 2006. 
He has also won the Stanley McDowell Prize for writing and has 
been shortlisted for a National Magazine Award.
He has published two books. His first, Arrival City (2010) chro-
nicled the unprecedented wave of rural-to-urban migration and 
the rise of urban immigrant enclaves, using firsthand reporting 
on five continents. It has been published in eight languages and 
has won numerous honours, including the Donner Prize for best 
book on politics and a runner-up for the Gelber Prize for the 
world’s best international-affairs book. His second, The Myth 
of the Muslim Tide (2012), examined the effects of immigration 
from Islamic countries to the West and has been published to 
acclaim in Canada, the United States and Germany.
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The Myth of the Muslim Tide: Do Immigrants Threaten the 
West?  (Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group,  2012, 208p.)

Urbanisation from the point of view of migrants

In The Myth of the Muslim Tide, Doug Saunders 
offers a brave challenge to these ideas, 
debunking popular misconceptions about 
Muslims and their effect on the communities in 
which they live. He demonstrates how modern 
Islamophobia echoes historical responses 
to earlier immigrant groups, especially Jews 
and Catholics. Above all, he provides a set 
of concrete proposals to help absorb these 
newcomers and make immigration work. 

The most important trend of the twenty-first century will be 
a massive global migration to cities and across international 
borders. Rather than responding to our new religious-minority 
neighbours with fear and resentment, this book shows us how 
we can make this change work to our advantage.
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The largest migration in 
human history is under way. 
For the first time ever, more 
people are living in cities 
than in rural areas. Between 
2007 and 2050, the world’s 
cities will have absorbed 3.1 
billion people. Urbanization 
is the mass movement that 
will change our world during 

the twenty-first century, and the “arrival city” 
is where it is taking place.
 The arrival city exists on the outskirts of the 
metropolis, in the slums, or in the suburbs; 
the American version is New York’s Lower 
East Side of a century ago or today’s Herndon 
County, Virginia. These are the places where 
newcomers try to establish new lives and to 
integrate themselves socially and economically. 
Their goal is to build communities, to save 
and invest, and, hopefully, move out, making 
room for the next wave of migrants. For some, 
success is years away; for others, it will never 
come at all.
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