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Arjun Appadurai is a prominent contemporary social-cultural 
anthropologist, having formerly served as Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic Affairs at The New School in NYC. He 
has held various professorial chairs and visiting appointments 
at some of top institutions in the United States and Europe. 
In addition, he has served on several scholarly and advisory 
bodies in the United States, Latin America, Europe and India. Dr. 
Appadurai is world renowned expert on the cultural dynamics 
of globalization, having authored numerous books and scholarly 
articles. The nature and significance of his contributions 
throughout his academic career have earned him the reputation 
as a leading figure in his field. He is a Member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

The Future as Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global Condition  
(Payot, 2013) (432 p. )
Fear of Small Numbers:An Essay on the Geography of Anger  
(Duke University Press, 2009) (207 p.)
Modernity At Large:Cultural Dimensions of Globalization 
(University of Minnesota Press, 2005) (326 p. )
Globalization (edited volume) (Duke University Press, 2002)
Gender, Genre and Power in South Asian Expressive Traditions. 
(avec M. Mills and F. Korom, Eds.), (University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1991)
The Social Life of Things: Commodities in Cultural Perspective 
(edited volume) (Cambridge University Press, 1986)
Worship and Conflict Under Colonial Rule: A South Indian Case.
(Cambridge University Press, 1981)

This major collection of essays, a sequel 
to Modernity at Large and Fear of Small 
Numbers, is the product of ten years’ 
research and writing, constituting an 
important contribution to globalization 
studies. Appadurai takes a broad analytical 
look at the genealogies of the present 
era of globalization through essays on 
violence, commodification, nationalism, 
terror and materiality.

Alongside a discussion of these wider 
debates, Appadurai situates India at the heart of his work, 
offering writing based on firsthand research among urban slum 
dwellers in Mumbai, in which he examines their struggle to 
achieve equity, recognition and self-governance in conditions of 
extreme inequality.

Finally, in his work on design, planning, finance and poverty, 
Appadurai embraces the “politics of hope” and lays the 
foundations for a revitalized, and urgent, anthropology of the 
future.

The Future as Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global Condition 
(Verso, 2013) (432 p. )
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Fear of Small Numbers:An Essay on the 
Geography of Anger  (Duke University Press, 
2009) (207 p.)

The period since 1989 has 
been marked by the global 
endorsement of open markets, 
the free flow of finance 
capital and liberal ideas of 
constitutional rule, and the 
active expansion of human 
rights. Why, then, in this era 
of intense globalization, has 
there been a proliferation of 

violence, of ethnic cleansing on the one hand 
and extreme forms of political violence against 
civilian populations on the other?

Fear of Small Numbers is Arjun Appadurai’s 
answer to that question. A leading theorist of 
globalization, Appadurai turns his attention 
to the complex dynamics fueling large-scale, 
culturally motivated violence, from the genocides 
that racked Eastern Europe, Rwanda, and India 
in the early 1990s to the contemporary “war 
on terror.” Providing a conceptually innovative 
framework for understanding sources of global 
violence, he describes how the nation-state 
has grown ambivalent about minorities at the 
same time that minorities, because of global 
communication technologies and migration 
flows, increasingly see themselves as parts of 
powerful global majorities. By exacerbating 
the inequalities produced by globalization, 
the volatile, slippery relationship between 
majorities and minorities foments the desire to 
eradicate cultural difference.
Appadurai analyzes the darker side of 
globalization: suicide bombings; anti-
Americanism; the surplus of rage manifest 
in televised beheadings; the clash of global 
ideologies; and the difficulties that flexible, 
cellular organizations such as Al-Qaeda present 
to centralized, “vertebrate” structures such as 
national governments. Powerful, provocative, 
and timely, Fear of Small Numbers is a 
thoughtful invitation to rethink what violence is 
in an age of globalization.

Modernity At Large:Cultural Dimensions of 
Globalization (University of Minnesota Press, 
2005) (326 p. )

In this bold look at the cultural 
effects of a shrinking world, 
leading cultural theorist Arjun 
Appadurai provides fresh 
ways of looking at popular 
consumption patterns, debates 
about multiculturalism, and 
ethnic violence in a broad global 
perspective. 

Globalization (edited volume) (Duke University 
Press, 2002)

Edited by one of the most 
prominent scholars in 
the field and including 
a distinguished group 
of contributors, this 
collection of essays makes 
a striking intervention in 
the increasingly heated 
debates surrounding the 
cultural dimensions of 

globalization. While including discussions 
about what globalization is and whether it 
is a meaningful term, the volume focuses in 
particular on the way that changing sites—
local, regional, diasporic—are the scenes of 
emergent forms of sovereignty in which matters 
of style, sensibility, and ethos articulate new 
legalities and new kinds of violence. Seeking 
an alternative to the dead-end debate between 
those who see globalization as a phenomenon 
wholly without precedent and those who see 
it simply as modernization, imperialism, 
or global capitalism with a new face, the 
contributors seek to illuminate how space and 
time are transforming each other in special 
ways in the present era. They examine how this 
complex transformation involves changes in the 
situation of the nation, the state, and the city. 
While exploring distinct regions—China, Africa, 
South America, Europe—and representing 
different disciplines and genres—anthropology, 
literature, political science, sociology, music, 
cinema, photography—the contributors are 
concerned with both the political economy of 
location and the locations in which political 
economies are produced and transformed. A 
special strength of the collection is its concern 
with emergent styles of subjectivity, citizenship, 
and mobilization and with the transformations of 
state power through which market rationalities 
are distributed and embodied locally. 

Gender, Genre and Power in South Asian 
Expressive Traditions. (avec M. Mills and F. 
Korom, Eds.) (University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1991)

The authors cross the 
boundaries between 
anthropology, folklore, and 
history to cast new light on 
the relation between songs 
and stories, reality and 
realism, and rhythm and 
rhetoric in the expressive 
traditions of South Asia.
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The Social Life of Things: Commodities 
in Cultural Perspective (edited volume) 
(Cambridge University Press, 1986)

The meaning that people 
attribute to things necessarily 
derives from human 
transactions and motivations, 
particularly from how those 
things are used and circulated. 
The contributors to this 
volume examine how things 
are sold and traded in a variety 
of social and cultural settings, 

both present and past. Focusing on culturally 
defined aspects of exchange and socially 
regulated processes of circulation, the essays 
illuminate the ways in which people find value in 
things and things give value to social relations. 
By looking at things as if they lead social lives, 
the authors provide a new way to understand 
how value is externalized and sought after. They 
discuss a wide range of goods - from oriental 
carpets to human relics - to reveal both that 
the underlying logic of everyday economic life is 
not so far removed from that which explains the 
circulation of exotica, and that the distinction 
between contemporary economics and 
simpler, more distant ones is less obvious than 
has been thought. As the editor argues in his 
introduction, beneath the seeming infinitude of 
human wants, and the apparent multiplicity of 
material forms, there in fact lie complex, but 
specific, social and political mechanisms that 
regulate taste, trade, and desire. Containing 
contributions from American and British social 
anthropologists and historians, the volume 
bridges the disciplines of social history, cultural 
anthropology, and economics, and marks a 
major step in our understanding of the cultural 
basis of economic life and the sociology of 
culture. It will appeal to anthropologists, social 
historians, economists, archaeologists, and 
historians of art.

Worship and Conflict Under Colonial Rule: 
A South Indian Case (Cambridge University 
Press, 1981)

Although temples have been 
important in South Indian 
society and history, there have 
been few attempts to study 
them within an integrated 
anthropological framework. 
Professor Appadurai develops 
such a framework in this 
ethnohistorical case study, in 
which he interprets the politics 

of worship in the Sri Partasarati Svami Temple, 
a famous ancient Sri Vaisnava shrine in India. 
The author uses the methods and concepts of 
both cultural anthropology and social history 
to construct a model of institutional change 
in South Asia under colonial rule. Focusing 
on the problem of authority as a cultural 
concept and as a managerial reality, Professor 
Appadurai considers some classic problems 
of South Asian anthropology: problems of 
deference, sumptuary symbolism, and religious 
organization. In addition, he addresses such 
issues as the nature of conflict under a hybrid 
colonial legal system, the political implications 
of sumptuary disputes, and the structure of 
relations between polity and religion in pre-
modern South Asia. These aspects of the study 
should interest a broad range of scholars.


